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you did not wish to. I would be glad, therefore, to find that
you excluded rigorous-imprisonment prisoners from the benefit of
the regulations only because the law rendered you helpless.
But if your law officers advise you that the law does not prevent
you, as you imagine it does, I hope you will do one of the two
things :
(1) Either remove me and my colleagues mentioned to you
by me from the special division or (2) logically include in the
special division those rigorous-imprisonment prisoners who are
accustomed to the same mode of life as we are.
I would ask Your Excellency to send for and read my letter of
1st May last addressed to the Superintendent together with this.1
/ remain,
Tour faithful servant,
M. K. GANDHI
From  a photostat: S.N. 8035; also  Toting India, 6-3-1924
90.   LETTER TO JAIL SUPERINTENDENT, TERAVDA
YERAVDA CENTRAL PRISON,
September 6, 1923
THE SUPERINTENDENT
YERAVDA CENTRAL PRISON
SIR,
With reference to the names sent to the Government of certain
visitors intending to see me,2 you have today informed me that the
Government have now decided to restrict the number of visitors
to be permitted to see me to two, and that of the names sent, only
Messrs Narandas and Devdas Gandhi may be permitted to see
me for this quarter's interview.
As the Government have hitherto permitted me to receive five
visitors, I must confess that the present decision has come upon
me as a surprise. But I welcome the decision inasmuch as they
have refused to grant similar permission to my colleague Mr.
Yagnik who is kept in the same block with me. Had it not
appeared graceless, I would myself have waived the facility which
I then saw was exclusively allowed to me.
The case, however, of restricting the permission only to Messrs
Narandas and Devdas Gandhi stands on a different footing. If
1 For Gandhiji's observations made later, while releasing the correspondence
in ToungIndia, vide"Comment on Prison Regulations", 6-3-1924.
2  Vide "Letter to Jail Superintendent, Yeravda", 26-4-1923.